
 
 

         

TO: Municipal Officials/Welfare Directors/General Assistance Administrators 

FROM:  Ian Miller, General Assistance Program Manager 

RE: 2016 – 2017 General Assistance Ordinance Maximums 

DATE:     

 

Enclosed please find the following items:   

 MMA's new (October 1, 2016–September 30, 2017) “General Assistance 

Ordinance Appendix” (A - D). 
 

 “GA Maximums Summary Sheet” which consolidates GA maximums into one 
document.  Municipalities do have to insert individual locality maximums from 

Appendix A and C in the summary sheet where indicated in order to complete the 
information.  The “summary” does not have to be adopted, as it is not an 
Appendix but a tool for municipal officials administering GA.   

 

 “GA Maximums Adoption Form” which was developed so that municipalities 

may easily send DHHS proof of GA maximums adoption.  Once the selectpersons 
or council adopts the new maximums, the enclosed form should be signed and 
submitted to DHHS. (see “Filing of GA Ordinance and/or Appendices” below for 

further information). 
 

 

Appendix A - D 

 

The enclosed Appendices A - D have been revised for your municipality’s General 
Assistance Ordinance.  These new Appendices, once adopted, should replace the 

existing Appendices A – D.  Even if you have already adopted MMA's model General 
Assistance Ordinance, the municipal officers must approve/adopt the new 

Appendices yearly.   
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The Adoption Process 

The municipal officers (i.e., selectpersons/council) adopt the local General Assistance 

Ordinance and yearly Appendices , even in town meeting communities.  The law 

requires that the municipal officers adopt the ordinance and/or Appendices after notice 

and hearing.  Seven days posted notice is recommended, unless local law (or practice) 
provides otherwise. 

At the hearing, the municipal officers should: 
 

1) Allow all interested members of the public an opportunity to comment on the 
proposed ordinance;  

2) End public discussion, close the hearing; and  
3) Move and vote to adopt the ordinance either in its posted form or as amended in light 

of public discussion. 

 
 

Filing of GA Ordinance and/or Appendices  

Please remember that General Assistance law requires each municipality to send DHHS a 
copy of its ordinance once adopted.  (For a copy of the GA model ordinance, please call 

MMA’s Publication Department, or visit their web site www.memun.org).  In addition, 
any changes or amendments, such as new Appendices, must also be submitted to DHHS.  
DHHS will accept the enclosed “adoption sheet” as proof that a municipality has adopted 

the current GA maximums.  
 

 


