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EXIT 10 DESIGN GUIDELINES  

  

The Design Guidelines seek to develop a climate for higher level architecture and site design for 

development.  The Guidelines set high standards for performance while providing developers 

and the Planning Board with flexibility to respond to market needs and site characteristics.  

There are many ways to meet each design guideline.  The opening statement in each section 

sets the standard that must be met for compliance with the site plan review ordinance.  The 

Guideline bullets provide more specific direction for interpreting and analyzing applications.  

Illustrations provide visual clues to the intent of the Design Guidelines.  

  

Implementation of the Design Guidelines relies heavily on the services of architects and 

landscape architects working as consultants for developers and peer reviewers for the Town of 

Falmouth.  The Design Guidelines provide a context for coordinated discussions of design issues 

in advance of formal site plan review procedures.  This collaborative process ensures that site 

plans produce high quality development that contributes to the to the town’s character.  

  

The Exit 10 Design Guidelines provide flexibility to designers, but they are requirements of site 

plan review.  Applicants are responsible for explaining how their design meets each of the 

Guidelines.  
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           SITE DESIGN  ∎  I-12 

 

Access Management design concepts for properties along Route 100 
 

 

The Route 100 Vision Plan and Exit 10 Design Guidelines encourage the use of shared and 

consolidated curb cuts and shared and connected internal parking lots and driveways to facilitate 

internal circulation and to minimize traffic and turning movements on Route 100. Where feasible, 

plans for the development or re-development of properties along Route 100 should incorporate 

these access management design concepts. 
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Pedestrian Spaces 
 

The lighting of walkways, plazas, and other 

pedestrian spaces shall consider the needs 

and safety of the people who use them.  

Mounting heights should be lower than 

either streets or parking lots.  Light 

standards should illuminate not only the 

space occupied by people, but also the 

elements within those spaces — stairs 

walls, benches, curbs, landscaping, etc — 

typically occurring near or at the ground 

surface. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pedestrian lighting should 
complement the architecture 
and site development through 
repetition of forms and 
materials. 

 

 

  

GUIDELINES 

• Heights.  Mounting heights for pedestrian 
lighting shall be appropriate for the project 
and the setting.  Bollard fixtures, 3-4 feet in 
height, and ornamental fixtures up 12 feet in 
height are encouraged as pedestrian area 
lighting.  When decorative or special lighting 
is used. pole height should be a maximum of 
16 feet above the ground. 

 

• Luminaires.  Lamps shall be housed in a 
luminaire that is classified by IESNA as a non-
cut-off.  Maximum wattage shall be 100 
watts. 

 

• Illumination Levels shall be 1.0 minimum 
horizontal average fc on the ground.  At six 
feet above the ground, the illumination level 
shall be 2.2 average vertical maintained 
footcandles. 

 

• Decorative.  Ornamental and decorative 
lighting should be used to highlight 
significant design elements (e.g. gateways, 
plazas, major building entrances). 

 

• Design.  The light poles and fixtures should 
be selected to complement the roadway and 
parking lot lighting, as well as the other 
elements of the streetscape. 
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Clarity  

  

  

  

  

  

 An example of an overly 
 

complex sign.   
      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Consumers do not need 
supplemental signs.   
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. 

Sign Mounting and Location -  Signs shall be mounted in positions that  

complement the architecture.  

Pharmacy sign fits well into the gable end of the building. 
Down-lighting is an attractive accent for the corner.  

  

  

The wrap-around band conveys an 
informal, modern feel, and is an 
attractive counterpoint to the 
architecture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUIDELINES  

• Location. Signs should be incorporated 
into the facade of the building and should 
not obscure architectural details. Signage 
should not project above the vertical 
surfaces of the face of the building.  

• Hardware. Signage should be mounted 
with concealed hardware unless it is an 
integral part of the design.  
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Sign Mounting and Location 

 

  

Signage  should  be  
mounted  in  locations  
that do not interfere  

architectural  with  
details. 

Roof  mounted  signs  are  
prohibited.   
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Property Identification Signs  
Property identification signs should be high quality examples 
of environmental graphics that contribute to a sense of 
identity. A distinct signage hierarchy should be established to 
reinforce primary and secondary entrances.  

.  

  

 

GUIDELINES  

• Standards. Development at Exit 1 0 
should be allowed to have one 
appropriately scaled sign at the main 
entrance. Other property identification 
signs, at secondary entrances and for 
individual buildings, shall be limited in 
size.  

• Compatibility. The design of the 
entrance sign should reflect the detailing 
established for the principal buildings.  

• Major Sign. The main property sign 
should be treated as an integral part of 
the entrance. The design and siting 
should be coordinated with the 
landscape and lighting plan.  

• Turnpike Sign. A sign designed to be 
visible from the Maine Turnpike shall 
conform to the Maine Turnpike 
Authority's current standards for 
commercial signage for abutting parcels. 
Signs shall be designed and mounted in a 
manner that avoids any interference with 
abutting property owners. Signs shall not 
be visible from either Route 1 00 or 
Leighton Road.  
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Property Identification Signs  
  

Multi-tenant signs are of 
questionable value if the 
driver cannot read them.  

Multiple colors, typefaces, 
and shapes lead to 
confusion, rather than 
clarification.  
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Signs should contain basic information in highly legible typeface. People should not have to 
get out of their car to read the sign.  
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Directories  
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Externally Illuminated Signs  
Externally illuminated signs should be allowable, provided that 
they do not create glare or unduly illuminate the surrounding 
area.  

 

Simple wall-mounted flood lights are 
part of the design theme for this 
commercial building.  

  

  

  

GUIDELINES  

• Standards. The illumination level 
on the vertical surface of the sign 
should be bright enough to 
provide a noticeable contrast with 
the surrounding building or 
landscape without causing undue 
glare.  

• Lighting. Lighting fixtures 
illuminating signs should be 
carefully located, aimed, and 
shielded so that light is directed 
only onto the sign facade. Lighting 
fixtures should not be aimed 
toward adjacent streets, roads, 
sidewalks, or abutting properties.  

• Light Sources. Wherever 
possible, lighting fixtures used to 
illuminate signs should be top 
mounted and directed 
downward (i.e., below the 
horizontal).  
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Internally Illuminated Signs  
Internally illuminated signs should be allowed provided that 
they do not create glare or unduly illuminate the surrounding 
area.  

This familiar sign is totally translucent and unresponsive to 
neighboring part of the land uses.    

. 

  

GUIDELINES  

• General. Internally illuminated signs 
should not constitute light fixtures in 
their own right, and should consist of 
translucent lettering and/or symbols 
on a dark opaque background.  

• Illumination. Internally illuminated 
letters and symbols are preferred over 
whole panels that are internally lit. 
Where panel signs are used, the letters 
/ symbols should not constitute a 
majority of the surface area of the 
sign.  
 

The only   portion of the sign that appears to  
be lit is the logo and the bank's   name.   


