
Town Council Meeting 
Minutes 

November 28, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

Roll Call  

All Councilors were present and answering roll call. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

Chair Farber led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Item 1 Public Forum 

Staff spoke about the upcoming Very Merry Falmouth events being held December 1-3. 

Chair Farber announced the passing of Mayer Fistal, an active volunteer in town. 

 

Item 2 Order to approve the minutes of the October 24, 2016 Town Council 
(Consent Agenda) Meeting. 

Chair Farber opened a public comment period; there was no public comment. 

Councilor King moved the order, Councilor McBrady seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 
Item 3 Report from Council Committees and liaisons regarding updates on 

assignments. 

Councilor Kitchel said the Conservation Commission is working on an ordinance amendment to address 
pesticide use in Town. 

Councilor King said REAC is looking for new members. The Library has raised well over half their 
fundraising goal.  They still have a couple fundraising efforts going on: they have had a good response to their 
1718 society; they are hosting a water bottle flipping event at the Middle School on December 8; and they are 
holding a Pokémon tournament on Saturday as well. 

Councilor Hemphill said the Tercentennial Committee is meeting tomorrow at 3:00 pm and the agenda is on 
the Town’s website. 

 

Item 4 Report from the Appointments Committee relative to filling various 
vacancies on Boards and Committees. 

Councilor Ferrante moved the slate of appointments; Councilor King seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 
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Item 5 Order to authorize the Town Manager to execute an option 

agreement to purchase a parcel of land consisting approximately 
thirty-seven (37) acres, more or less, located on Babbidge Road as 
shown on Town of Falmouth Tax Map R08 Lot 036-B. 

Mr. Poore said the Town spoke with their real estate agent and made an offer of $250,000 based on his 
advice. The property owner felt that was a good starting point. The range of the purchase price would be 
$250,000-$290,000 pending an appraisal. The Town is looking to purchase the property at half that value, 
with the other half coming from grants.  The option agreement is conditioned on those. Both the Town and 
the property owner have options to exit the agreement. There are a few issues that still need to be negotiated 
with the property owner so there are blanks still in the agreement.  

Chair Farber said this land is adjacent to the North Falmouth Community Forest. 

Chair Farber opened a public comment period; there was no public comment. 

Councilor King said the goal of the option agreement was to establish intent to purchase the property.  The 
potential granting agency would be encouraged to see that the Town has real intent to purchase. Mr. Poore 
said that was correct. 

Chair Farber felt this was also due to the lack of an appraisal; this particular agreement would allow the seller 
or the Town to back out of the deal if the appraisal was outside the range.  

Mr. Poore said the Town will have to spend some money to do the necessary due diligence; he would pay for 
that out of previously approved budget lines, so they would not need a supplemental appropriation. 

Councilor Svedlow asked if the $1000 purchase option is included in that. Mr. Poore said it is not. 

Councilor Svedlow said the memo didn’t recognize the value of parking and access to the neighboring town 
property. He felt a condition of the purchase should include the opportunity for parking on this lot. He was 
concerned with the list of requirements from the seller; he wanted the Town to be cautious about granting 
those, given the premium price of this parcel. 

Councilor Ferrante asked about the potential access from this lot; Chair Farber described the access. 

Councilor Hemphill said that there is a trailhead at the end of Oxford Woods Road. There isn’t very 
accommodating public access from a parking area to the larger property. 

Councilor Ferrante wondered why they haven’t developed parking to access the 300 acre forest. Councilor 
Hemphill said there is a plan for four spots to be built in 2017.  It isn’t uncommon for public open space to 
not have parking.  

Chair Farber said the northwest corner abuts Windham and the Lowell preserve, so the connections need to 
come from the south and Babbidge Road. They can’t provide access points in the north.  

Councilor Kitchel felt access could be provided from Babbidge Road with some work. He felt they could 
provide parking. Councilor Hemphill agreed. 

Councilor Kitchel asked what the property owner is asking for with the fence; Mr. Poore said they want a 
fence along the access road. It is fairly lightweight gauge fencing on metal posts.  He thought the fence would 
only cost a few hundred dollars. The parking condition would be fairly easy to meet. Other than the driveway 
meeting the conditions would be a minimal cost. 

Councilor Hemphill felt that moving the driveway wouldn’t cost much either, since they would move it to the 
location of a previously existing driveway. There is a culvert there already. 

Chair Farber felt the Town’s responsibility for the fence should be limited; she felt staff could work that out 
in more detail.  
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Councilor King understood why the owners might want a clear boundary between the public and private 
property.  

Mr. Poore said the fence would be installed on the private property and not the Town’s; he didn’t think there 
was any intention for the Town to maintain it, just to install it. 

Councilor Svedlow said the Town would gain the access rights to the existing driveway; the owner would 
shift their access to the old driveway location, and the Town would replace/repair the culvert. He wondered 
whether the owner would like to maintain the access off the current driveway. 

Councilor Hemphill felt it was an issue of winter maintenance and having a separation of access. 

Councilor Hemphill moved the order; Councilor King seconded. Motion carried 6-1 (Ferrante). 

 

Item 6 Order to reschedule the regular December Council meeting to 
December 12, 2016. 

Chair Farber opened a public comment period; there was no public comment. 

In response to Councilor Kitchel, Chair Farber said the meeting would start at the regular time of 7:00pm. 

Councilor Svedlow moved the order; Councilor Ferrante seconded.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Item 7 Discussion and review of the 2016/2017 Council annual work plan. 

Mr. Poore gave an overview of the progress to date on the Council’s workplan, developed at their annual 
retreat in July, 2016. Committees have been hard at work on their assignments. He highlighted the work of 
the CDC and the Ordinance Committee.  

Councilor Kitchel said the CDC will meet tomorrow to review the first ever contract zoning application. 

 

Item 8 Presentation of Ad Hoc 260 Foreside Road Committee 
recommendations for a public input process that will allow the 
Council to make decisions regarding the Town-owned 260 Foreside 
Road property. 

Mr. Poore discussed the committee’s work to date. The goal of the committee was to recommend a public 
input process regarding the town-owned property at 260 Foreside Road. They issued a survey of both boat 
owners and neighboring home owners, and conducted a parking evaluation of the area. They made some 
minor recommendations for the property, including the installation of grass pavers to create a small, seasonal 
parking area, the elimination of invasive species, and installation of some native landscaping. They also 
recommended a public input and Council decision process and proposed a schedule starting in January.  

Councilor Kitchel said the committee felt that “less is best” with regards to the property. He felt this was a 
good opportunity to double the size of the park.  

Chair Farber asked if they should have a site visit of the property. It will be easier for the Council to discuss it 
if they all have a good sense of the property and the area. She encouraged the Councilors to visit the site 
before the January meeting. 

Councilor Hemphill said an extensive public input process on this property was held in 2009; the committee 
felt they didn’t need to duplicate that effort this time, so they are recommending a simpler process. 

Councilor Kitchel said the parking study revealed that there is not a crisis situation there; it is a seasonal issue, 
and most people who need parking manage to find it somewhere in the area.  
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Item 9 Order to go into Executive Session pursuant to the Laws of Maine to 
discuss and consider the acquisition of real estate rights, pursuant to 
1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (C). 

Councilor Hemphill moved the order; Councilor King seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

The Council entered executive session at 7:58 pm and did not return. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Melissa Tryon 
Recording Secretary 


