
 

 

 

TOWN OF FALMOUTH 

TOWN WARRANT 

 

 
 

Cumberland, ss.         State of Maine 

 

 To: Edward Tolan, Chief of Police of the Town of Falmouth: 

 

 You are hereby required in the name of the State of Maine to notify the voters of the Town of 

Falmouth of the referendum described in this warrant. 

 

TO THE VOTERS OF THE TOWN OF FALMOUTH: 

 
            You are hereby notified that an election in this municipality will be held at the Falmouth High School, 

74 Woodville Road in Falmouth at 7:00 am until 8:00 pm on November 6, 2018, for the purpose of determining 

the following questions:  

 
Question 1: Shall the Order entitled “Order authorizing up to $500,000 of the Town’s Bonds to finance 

one-half of the additional cost to renovate and expand the Falmouth Memorial Library, to be 

matched by funds to be provided by the Falmouth Memorial Library Association through a 

capital campaign and other fundraising efforts” be adopted? 

The Town Council recommends that the Question be adopted by a vote of 5-2. 

TREASURER'S STATEMENT 

 

The undersigned Treasurer of the Town of Falmouth hereby provides the following statement as 

required by 30-A MRSA §5772(2-A).  As of June 30, 2018: 

 

A. Town Debt: 

1. Bonds outstanding and unpaid: $42,905,000 

2. Bonds authorized but unissued: $ 8,810,000 

3. Bonds to be issued if Question 1  

is approved:  $500,000 

 

B. Costs: 

The Town anticipates the average annual interest rate on the bonds will be in the 2.75% - 3.50% range.  

With a 20-year term and an assumed interest rate of 3.25%, the estimated cost of the new bonds will be: 

 

Bond Principal: $500,000 

Estimated Interest Cost: $157,500 

Total Estimated Debt Service:                  $657,500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

C. Validity: 

The foregoing represents an estimate of costs associated with the financing and such estimates will change due 

to market conditions.  The validity of the voters’ ratification of the bonds shall not be affected by any errors in 

the foregoing estimates and the ratification by the voters is conclusive and the validity of the bond issue is not 

affected by reason of any variance of actual costs from the estimates provided above. 

       ___________________________ 

Nathan Poore, Treasurer 

Town of Falmouth 

 

 

Question 2:         Shall the Town approve the Charter modification recommended by the Charter Review     

Commission and summarized below? 

 

Summary 

 

• Section 201 is amended to clearly define the beginning and end of a Town Councilor’s term of office. 

Section 201 is further amended to be consistent with the amendments in Section 401 defining the 

beginning and end of a School Board member’s term of office.   

 

• Section 202 is amended to clarify that neither a School Department employee nor an employee of the 

Falmouth Memorial Library is eligible to serve as a Town Councilor; this amendment is consistent 

with the amendment in Section 402 governing restrictions on qualifications of School Board members. 

Section 202 is further amended to eliminate the exception allowing Fire/EMS Department employees 

to be eligible to serve as a Town Councilor. Fire/EMS Department employees were historically 

volunteers but are now part time paid “call” employees. Finally, Section 202 is further amended to 

clarify the types of crimes that could disqualify a person from serving as a Town Councilor; this 

amendment is consistent with the amendment in Section 402 clarifying the types of crimes that could 

disqualify a person from serving as a School Board member.  

 

• Section 204.1 is amended to correct a reference to another section of the Charter and to clarify that the 

Town Council has the authority to remove any of its appointees with or without cause. 

 

• Section 206 is amended to change the time of the annual meeting following the regular Town elections 

and to clarify when a newly elected Town Councilor is to be sworn into office. 

 

• Section 211 is amended to provide that a vacancy on the Council will normally be filled at the next 

regular municipal or state election. Section 211 is further amended to give discretion to the Town 

Council, in the event a seat on the Council becomes vacant within 60 days of the next regular Town 

election, to have a special election to fill a vacancy in the office of Town Council. These amendments 

in Section 211 are consistent with the amendments in Section 403 governing the filling of vacancies on 

the School Board. 

 

• Section 213 is amended to ensure that there is no conflict with Section 902 of the Charter. 

 

• Section 213.1 is amended to eliminate the exemption of ordinances authorizing issuance of emergency 

bonds. Emergency related expenditures and bonds are addressed in the amendments to Section 903. 

 

• Section 216 is amended to require the Town Council to enter into an employment contract with the 

Town Manager. 

 

 



 

 

 

• Section 218 is amended to clarify the circumstances under which Councilors may communicate 

directly with employees of the town. 

 

• Section 219 is amended to correct a reference to a state law. 

 

• Section 305 is amended to correct the reference to a Department of the State of Maine. 

 

• Section 401 is amended to clearly define the beginning and end of a School Board member’s term of 

office. Section 401 is further amended to be consistent with the amendments in Section 201 defining 

the beginning and end of a Town Councilor’s term of office.   

 

• Section 402 is amended to exclude any Town or Falmouth Memorial Library employee from serving 

as a School Board Member; this amendment is consistent with the amendment in Section 202 

governing restrictions on qualifications of Town Councilors. Section 402 is further amended to clarify 

the types of crimes that would disqualify a person from serving as a School Board member; this 

amendment is consistent with the amendment in Section 202 clarifying the types of crimes that could 

disqualify a person from serving as a Town Councilor 

 

• Section 403 is amended to clarify that a vacancy on the School Board will normally be filled at the 

next regular municipal or state election.  Section 403 is further amended to allow the School Board, in 

the event a seat on the Board becomes vacant within 60 days of the next regular Town election, to 

request that the Town Council have a special election to fill a vacancy in the office of the School 

Board. These amendments in Section 403 are consistent with the amendments in Section 211 

governing the filling of vacancies on the Town Council.   

 

• Section 404 is amended to clarify when a School Board Member is to be sworn into office. Section 404 

is further amended to remove language governing what constitutes a quorum of the School Board, 

which language has been proposed to be moved into a new Section 405 of the Charter.   

 

• Section 405 is a new section that addresses the requirement of what constitutes a quorum of the School 

Board which was formerly addressed in Section 404. This section was also changed to be consistent 

with the quorum requirements of the Council in Section 210. 

 

• Section 405 is now section 406. Section 406 is amended to lengthen the amount of time, from 45 to 75 

days prior to the beginning of each budget year, that the School Board must submit its budget to the 

Town Manager.  

 

• Section 406 is now section 407. 

 

• Section 502 is amended to lengthen the amount of time, from 35 to 60 days prior to the beginning of 

each budget year, that the Town Council has to review the annual budget.   

 

• Section 506 is amended to correct a reference to another section of the Charter. 

 

• Section 508 is amended to eliminate the restriction to act on a transfer of appropriation only by 

resolution. This amendment will allow a transfer of appropriation by resolution, order or ordinance. 

 

• Section 801 is amended to reference the sections of the Charter pertaining to special elections to fill 

vacancies on the Town Council and School Board. Section 801 is further amended to correct a 

reference to another section. Finally, Section 801 is amended to eliminate the restriction to act only by 

resolution, which will now allow action by resolution, order or ordinance. 

 



 

 

 

• Section 901.2 is amended to restrict petitions on bonds to those that are general obligation bonds. This 

section is further amended to increase the limit of what expenditures are subject to a petition from 

$200,000 to $500,000. Finally, this section is amended to exclude any expenditure from a petition if it 

is for the purpose of a declared emergency under section 213.1 

 

• Section 903 is amended to exempt any expenditure or bond, regardless of the amount, from requiring a 

referendum, so long as the expenditure is related to the treatment and collection of wastewater or with 

respect to a declared emergency under Section 213.1. Section 903 is further amended to exempt bonds 

from going to referendum if they are simply being refinanced. 

 

• Section 905.1 is amended to increase the number of registered voters to be on a petition for the recall 

of elected officials from 10 to 20%. 

 

 

Question 3:          Shall the Town approve the Charter modification recommended by the Charter Review   

Commission and summarized below? 

 

Summary 

 

• Section 903 is amended to raise from $1,000,000 to $2,000,000 the threshold amount for single item 

expenditures and for bonding which must be submitted to referendum (this amendment would apply to 

Section 903 in its current form or as amended by Question 2.) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
   The voting shall be by secret ballot referendum and the polls shall be opened immediately at 7:00 A.M. 

and closed at 8:00 P.M. 

 

The Registrar of Voters will hold office hours while the polls are open to correct any error in or change 

a name or address on the voting list, to accept the registration of any person eligible to vote and to accept new 

enrollments. A person who is not registered as a voter may not vote in any election. Absentee Ballot processing 

will take place on November 3, November 5, and on Election Day, November 6, 2018. Inspection Time Period: 

9:00 A.M. Time Processing Begins: 10:00 A.M. and will run continuously throughout the day. 

 

Signed and dated at the Town of Falmouth, September 24, 2018. 

 

______________________________  __________________________________ 

(Edward Asherman)    (Hope Cahan) 

 

_______________________________  __________________________________ 

(Andrea Ferrante)     (Caleb Hemphill) 

 

_______________________________  __________________________________ 

(Claudia King)     (Amy Kuhn) 

 

_______________________________   

(Aaron Svedlow) 

 

Majority of the Municipal Officers of the Town of Falmouth 

 

 
A True Copy. Attest: _____________________________ 

    Ellen Planer,  

                                                                Town Clerk   


