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PART II CODE OF ORDINANCES
 

CH. II-19 ZONING AND FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT
 

FOOTNOTE(S):

--- (1) ---

Editor's note— The zoning, flood prevention and protection and site plan regulations of the town 
are not printed in this Code, but are on file in the town clerk's office.

Editor's note— At the city's instruction, Ord. of Sept. 24, 2007, Arts. I—XV, set out provisions 
intended for inclusion with Ch. II-19. For purposes of clarity, and at the editor's discretion, these 
provisions have been included as Art. II-19-2.

Cross reference— Boundaries of the town, § 2-2; provisions for notices for nuisances, signs, 
dangerous, unsafe, dilapidated buildings, and any other action the expense of which may be 
collected from the property owner, § 2-3; board of appeals, § 2-60 et seq.; parks and community 
programs advisory committee, § 2-85 et seq.; planning board, § 2-95 et seq.; waterfront and harbor 
committee, § 2-115 et seq.; division of planning, § 2-246; division of code administration functions, 
§ 2-248; animals, Ch. II-3; buildings and building regulations, Ch. II-4; condominium conversion 
regulations, § 4-100 et seq.; land subdivision, Ch. II-7; licenses, permits and business regulations, 
Ch. II-8; marine activities, structures and ways, Ch. II-9; junked and abandoned motor vehicles 
prohibited on public and private property, § 12-3; solid waste regulations, Ch. II-13; swimming 
pools, Ch. II-15; traffic and motor vehicles, Ch. II-17; utilities, Ch. II-18; certain discharges into the 
public sewer system prohibited, § 18-190 et seq.

ART. II-19-1. IN GENERAL
 

Div. II-19-1-3. ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS
 

Sec. 19-11 Village Center Districts (VC1, VC2 and VCC)
 

Sec. 19-11.5. Village Center Performance Standards

These standards govern the development and re-development of properties within the Village 
Center Districts and are intended to be integrated with 2013 Route One South Infrastructure Plan. 
These standards apply to any new development or redevelopment requiring site plan approval 
under Div. II-19-1-9 of this ordinance. Standards are required unless expressly noted that the 
approval authority may grant waivers.
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Sec. 19-11.5.9 Signage–Buildings shall be marked with attractive, legible signs that complement 
the architecture and site detailing. Permitting of signs shall be as required in Section 19-44 of this 
ordinance except where provisions for permitting are noted in this section.

1. All buildings shall display the street number on the primary façade. The full street address may 
be displayed. The number or address must: a) be a minimum of 4.5 feet from the ground; b) 
have lettering a minimum of five inches in height; and c) have lettering a contrasting color with 
the surface on which it is mounted.

2. Freestanding Signs

a. Quantity

1. VC1and VCC - One sign only is permitted at each intersection of an internal drive with a 
public street and at the intersections of a commercial driveway with a public street or 
an internal street. Signs may be placed in the ROW with the permission of the Town. No 
more than one sign is permitted for each public street frontage.

2. VC2 - No more than two signs per lot per street or internal drive frontage. A minimum 
separation of 100 feet shall be maintained between all signs, measured along the 
abutting right of way or edge of an internal drive.

b. Letter and character height shall be a minimum of five inches and a maximum of 15 inches.

c. Sign area

1. VC1 and VCC - Maximum size is 64 square feet.

2. VC2 – Maximum size is 100 square feet.

d. Height – Total height measured includes all framing and posts.

1. VC1 and VCC - Maximum height is 12 feet

2. VC2 – Maximum height is 16 feet

e. Simple geometric shapes are required.

3. Projecting Signs are permitted in VC1, VC2 and VCC.

a. May be projected over the public right of way with an annual certificate of insurance 
naming the Town of Falmouth as an additional insured.

b. May be mounted on the first and second story only.

c. Maximum size of 9 square feet.

d. Shall be a minimum of 8 feet above the sidewalk, measured from the lowest point of the 
sign.

e. Limited to one per building frontage for each business tenant on the first floor frontage.

4. Canopy, gas station are permitted in VC1 and VC2. Signs are limited to two faces of the canopy 
and a maximum of 16 square feet on any one canopy side.

5. Wall Signs are permitted in VC1, VC2 and VCC.

a. Wall signs shall be incorporated into the façade of the building and shall not obscure 
architectural details. Signage shall be mounted on vertical surfaces without projecting 
above the fascia trim.

b. Wall signs are limited to two per business, with one located on the primary façade and one 
other on the side or rear façade.
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c. Wall signs shall be a minimum of eighteen inches (18”) from the edge of a vertical wall.

d. Maximum size shall not exceed 64 square feet.

e. Maximum gross display area of all wall signs on any given wall shall not exceed ten (10%) 
percent of the wall area to which they are attached.

f. Letters and characters shall be a minimum of five and a maximum of 15 inches in height.

6. Marquee Signs are permitted in VC1 and VC2. 

a. Manual reader boards are permitted.

b. Letter and character height shall be a minimum of five and a maximum of 15 inches.

c. Maximum size – 64 square feet

d. Quantity – The sign may occupy all faces of the marquee.

e. Sign area shall be included as part of the calculation of wall area in Section 19-11.5.9.5.e.

f. Letters and characters shall be a minimum of five and a maximum of 15 inches in height.

7. Materials for all signs shall be limited to matte or dull finishes, except for lettering and accent 
gilding.

8. Directional signs are permitted where necessary for maintaining public safety on to and within 
the site. The display area of a directional sign shall not exceed two square feet and free 
standing signs shall not exceed four feet in height. Content shall be limited to directional text 
such as "enter", "exit", "drive-thru" or the like. Logos are limited to twenty-five percent (25%) 
of the sign face. Signs shall be reviewed under Section 19-127 as part of Planning Board Site 
Plan Review or Minor Site Plan Review as required.

9. Nonconforming signs may be maintained in their current configuration and location. Content 
may be altered with approval from the Community Development Director or their designee. 
The Code Enforcement Officer may approve the relocation of a nonconforming sign provided 
that the relocation does not increase the nonconformity of the sign.

10. Electronic and manual reader boards are expressly prohibited except as provided for in Section 
19-11.5.9.6 above. Existing nonconforming reader boards may be maintained but may not be 
altered or replaced.

11. No signs are permitted above the second story, including signs in windows, with the exception 
that wall signs, are permitted on the third or fourth story.

12. No sign shall have visible moving parts or consist of banners, ribbons, streamers, spinners or 
other similar devices.

13. No off-premise sign, including business directional signs as defined in 23 MRSA §1903, shall be 
erected in a VC District, other than as allowed under Section 19-11.5.9.2 above.

14. Externally Lit Signs

a. Illumination level on the vertical surface of the sign shall be bright enough to provide a 
noticeable contrast with the surrounding building or landscape without causing undue 
spillover and glare.

b. Lighting fixtures illuminating signs shall be top mounted where possible and aimed and 
shielded so that light is directed only onto the sign facade.

c. Outlining signs is prohibited.

15. Internally Lit Signs
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a. Internally lit signs shall consist of light lettering or symbols on a dark background. Letters 
and symbols shall constitute no more than 40% of the surface area of the sign.

b. Internally lit individual letters and symbols are preferred over whole panels that are 
internally lit.

Effective on: 7/24/2017


